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The Heritage Council and Heritage NSW 
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The NSW Heritage Act 1977 aims to promote, protect, and conserve the state’s 
heritage.

Heritage Council of NSW 

The Heritage Council of NSW is established under the NSW Heritage Act 1977. It is an independent 
statutory body that includes members of the community, the public sector, the conservation profession 
and a nominee of the National Trust of Australia (NSW).

The Heritage Council of NSW advises the Minister responsible for administering the Heritage Act 1977 
on heritage matters in NSW and makes recommendations to the Minister for the listing of places and 
objects on the State Heritage Register.

The role of the Heritage Council of NSW is to make decisions about the care and protection of heritage 
places and items that have been identified as being of State significance.

Heritage NSW

Our work includes administering the Heritage Act 1977, supporting heritage owners in managing their 
heritage, working with Aboriginal communities on Aboriginal Places declarations, repatriations and site 
conservation, managing the State Heritage Register, promoting community awareness and value of 
heritage and administering heritage grants. 



State Heritage Register (SHR)

The State Heritage Register is a list of places and items of particular importance to the 
people of NSW, protected under the Heritage Act 1977. 

The register lists a diverse range of items, in both private and public ownership. To be 
listed, an item must be significant for the whole of NSW. 

The SHR, in its current form, was established in 1999. 

Listing on the State Heritage Register means that the heritage item:

• is of particular importance to the state and enriches our understanding of the history of 
NSW;

• is legally protected under the NSW Heritage Act;

• requires approval from the Heritage Council of NSW for certain kinds of works;

• is eligible for financial incentives.
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Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair 

When an item is listed on the SHR the 
owner is required to maintain the property 
to a minimum standard. 

The Minimum Standards of maintenance 
and Repair are outlined in the Heritage 
Regulations 2012. 

These have been formulated to ensure that 
these items are inspected regularly, 
secured and protected against the 
weather, fire and vandalism. They are 
based on prudent property management 
practices, aimed at avoiding expensive 
‘deferred maintenance’.

You need to: 

• Inspect your property regularly.

• Carry our essential maintenance.

• Ensure buildings are weatherproof.

• Ensure fire protection is in place.

• Ensure the property is secured again 
vandalism. 

Further Info: 
https://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/protecting-our-
heritage/managing-a-heritage-listed-item/information-
for-owners-of-listed-properties/
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https://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/protecting-our-heritage/managing-a-heritage-listed-item/information-for-owners-of-listed-properties/


The SHR Listing – Components 
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Braidwood and its 

Setting

Statement of Significance and Significance Assessment

Curtilage

History and Description 

Site Specific Exemptions 

SHR Listing available at: 
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?applicationId=239

https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?applicationId=239


Braidwood and its Setting – Statement of Significance
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The Statement of 
Significance says why 
an item matters and 
why we should keep it 
for future generations 

Braidwood and its setting are of state significance as an excellent surviving example of a 
Georgian period town plan, dating from the late 1830s. The plan, which retains high integrity, 
reflects colonial administration as applied to the outer reaches of the Nineteen Counties from the 
1820s, following earliest European settlement in the area. The surviving historic elements in the 
surrounding landscape strengthen the town’s significance.

The town buildings reflect key phases of development, commencing with the initial construction 
period in the 1840s, and consolidation in the later half of the century following the gold boom. 
The integrity of Wallace Street as a fine collection of 19th century buildings makes it particularly 
significant. The high proportion of 19th century buildings throughout the town contributes further 
to its heritage value and creates fine streetscapes often with delightful views to the pastoral 
surrounds.

The abrupt transition at the town boundary between built and pastoral landscapes highlights 
significant historical settlement patterns, specifically the large land grants on the north, east and 
south sides of the town obtained by McKellar, Wilson and Coghill, and passed on to the 
Maddrells and eventually others. The juxtaposition of a cohesive town set within an historic 
pastoral landscape on the north, east and south sides is also significant. The closer settlement 
on the western side reflects the subdivision of the former Church and School Estate.

In NSW, colonial towns that retain significant historic form and fabric to the extent that 
Braidwood does, are rare.

Some 20th century elements in the town reflect later phases of development. Construction circa 
1936 is significant for its association with the emergence from the Great Depression and 
amalgamation of the Municipality of Braidwood with the Tallaganda Shire. Development in the 
1950s, particularly to the west of town is significant for its association with post WWII population 
growth and the mid 1950s wool boom. 20th century development is reflected in most towns in 
NSW and, in the context of Braidwood, is considered to be of local significance only.



Braidwood and its Setting – Significance Assessment
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Assessment against the Heritage Council of NSW Heritage Significance Criteria

a) Historical 
An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history.

b) Association 
An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance 

in NSW’s cultural or natural history.

c) Aesthetic/Technical
An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in NSW.

d) Social/Cultural  
An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in NSW for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 

e) Research Potential
An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural 
history. 

f) Rarity 
An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural history.

g) Representative 
An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places 
or cultural or natural environments. 



Braidwood and its Setting – History and Description
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History 

Brief history of Braidwood -
focusing on further explaining 
the key points raised in the 
Significance Assessment.  

Links into references contained 
with in the listing that can be 
used to identify further reading. 

Description 

Should identify and further 
describe the elements of the 
town and landscape which are of 
State significance. 

Should link into the photographs 
contained within the listing. 

Introduction to Braidwood and its Setting SHR Listing



Braidwood and its Setting – Curtilage 

Braidwood – Character Definition

• Intact urban grid of 1839

• Landscape buffer zone around edge 
of grid 

• Scenic boundaries – nearby 
hills/ridge

• Approach roads – views in/out

Focus on:   

• Ability to discern / appreciate urban 
edge 

• Contrasts: urban/rural ; retaining 
these. 
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Early Version of Braidwood Curtilage 
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Protection of 
Pastoral 
Landscape
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Site Specific Exemptions 

Listing on the State Heritage Register imposes a range of strict controls on an 
item. 

The Heritage Council Standard Exemptions allows minor works, everyday 
maintenance activities and repairs to be carried out. 

Braidwood and its Setting also has a set of Site Specific Exemptions which allow 
development to occur without Heritage Council approval in certain 
circumstances:

• Development compliant with the Braidwood Development Control Plan 2006.

• Development approved prior to the SHR listing.  

If proposed development is not covered by the Standard or Site Specific 
Exemptions then Heritage Council approval is required. 
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Self Assessed – No Notification Required

See listing for site specific exemptions: 
https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?applicationId=239

https://www.hms.heritage.nsw.gov.au/App/Item/ViewItem?applicationId=239


Heritage Council of NSW Standard Exemptions
1. Maintenance and cleaning

2. Repairs to non-significant fabric

3. Alteration to non-significant fabric

4. Alteration to interiors of non-significant 
buildings

5. Repair or replacement of non-significant 
services (mechanical, electrical and plumbing)

6. Non-significant telecommunications 
infrastructure

7. Fire safety detection and alarm systems

8. Excavation

9. Painting

10. Restoration of fabric that forms part of the 
significance of the item (significant fabric)

11. Subdivision of non-significant buildings

12. Temporary Structures

13. Vegetation

14. Burial sites and cemeteries

15. Signs

16. Filming

17. Temporary relocation of moveable heritage 
items

18. Compliance with minimum standards and 
orders

19. Safety and security

20. Emergency situations and lifesaving
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Self Assessed – No Notification Required 
See website for further info: 
https://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/applications/state-heritage-
items/standard-exemptions/

https://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/applications/state-heritage-items/standard-exemptions/


Braidwood Development Control Plan (DCP) 2006
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The DCP is the guiding management document for Braidwood and its Setting. 

It provides specific development controls for:

• Land Use. 

• Development (Exempt, Complying, and Development Applications) 

• Precincts.

• Subdivision. 

• Heritage Listings Items. 

• Streetscapes. 

• Public Domain. 

• Engineering Works. 

• Signage. 

• Miscellaneous Provisions. 

DCP available on QPRC website: 
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Planning-
Zoning/Planning-Controls#section-3

https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Planning-Zoning/Planning-Controls#section-3


Braidwood DCP 2006 –
Pastoral Setting
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The DCP defines the important aspects of the pastoral 
setting of Braidwood and establishes appropriate 
controls:

• Define visual boundaries / zones / edges

• Define view cones – entry roads / margins

• Define existing built environmental pattern / scales 



Braidwood DCP 2006 – New Housing Controls 

The DCP 2006 seeks to 
preserve the character of the 
town. 

For instance, there are 
controls to keep housing 
setbacks consistent. 

Where there is an adverse 
impact from a new building it 
will need to be setback farther 
than existing buildings. 
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Braidwood DCP 2006 – Infill Developments 

Controls for: 

• To define where and how new infill can occur

• Heights, setbacks, additions: rear, side

• Plantings – reinforcing patterns, screening

• Fences – heights, materials, character 

• Pictorial guidance provided within DCP. 
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QPRC – Heritage Advisor 

Heritage NSW provide grant funding to 
assist local Councils to establish and 
retain a local heritage advisor service. 

Your local heritage advisor can help with:  

• assisting councils to establish a suitable 
framework for heritage management

• providing pre-application advice to 
applicants and council for applications 
relating to heritage items, places and areas

• providing general heritage advice

• assessing applications for work relating to 
heritage items, places and areas

• administering and managing local heritage 
funds

• establishing and participating in local 
heritage committees

• assisting applicants with applications for 
funding assistance from local and state 
funds
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QPRC website info: 
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-
Development/Heritage#section-5

https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Building-Development/Heritage#section-5


Braidwood and it Setting – the Approvals Process

QPRC and the Heritage Council of NSW 
are the joint consent authority for works 
within the Braidwood and its Setting SHR 
listing that may affect the item’s heritage 
significance.  

This means that both agencies have a role 
to play in managing the heritage 
significance of Braidwood – at both local 
and State levels.  

When considering the approval pathway 
for proposed works in Braidwood you 
should ask the following questions: 

• Are the works compliant with the 
Braidwood DCP 2006?

• Are they covered by the Site Specific 
Exemptions? 

• Are they covered by the Standard 
Exemptions? 

If the answer is no to these three 
questions then you need to seek approval 
from the Heritage Council (S60/IDA). 
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The IDA / S60 Process 

Integrated Development Application (IDA)

Integrated Development is an efficient way 
for the Heritage Council of NSW and QPRC 
to assess proposals at the same time.

Lodge an IDA with QPRC and this 
application is also sent to Heritage NSW.

See our website for timeframe information 
(around 60 days). 

A S60 approval is still required after an 
IDA approval. 

S60 Works Application. 

Two separate types depending on level of 
potential impact on heritage significance. 

• S60 fast track for works that have a 
minor impact on the heritage 
significance of a SHR item (40 Days). 

• S60 application for works that have a 
moderate/major impact on the heritage 
significance of a SHR item (21 Days).  

A DA approval from QPRC will also likely 
be required after a S60 approval. 
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Heritage NSW offers a pre-lodgement service to help you (i.e. talk to us first, then lodge whichever you 
chose).

In either option you need approval from both QPRC and Heritage Council of NSW. 

See our website for further info on this process: https://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/applications/state-
heritage-items/before-you-apply/

https://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/applications/state-heritage-items/before-you-apply/


Heritage Grants and Financial Assistance

Listing a property on the State Heritage 
Register makes the owner/manager 
eligible for funding through the NSW 
Heritage Grants program and other 
support and advisory services.

Applications for heritage funding are 
normally called once every two years.

The last round was early 2021.  

Grants are typically for conservation 
works, heritage management documents, 
interpretation works, and activation and 
engagement projects. 

Heritage NSW Grant Steams 

• Emergency Works Grants – Open all 
year around. 

• Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Grants 

• Caring for State Heritage Grants 

• Community Heritage Grants 

Our website provides information on other 
sources of grants (local, state, and federal 
government). 
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Our grants page: https://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/grants/preparing-a-project-for-a-
grant-application/

https://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/grants/preparing-a-project-for-a-grant-application/


For More Information 

Please visit our website: 
www.heritage.nsw.gov.au

Contact us: 

• Email: 
heritagemailbox@environment.nsw.gov.au

• Phone: 02 9873 8500  
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http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:heritagemailbox@environment.nsw.gov.au

