
 
 

Results of the Survey of New Priority Projects for Braidwood and surrounding district  

to be progressed during the next term of Council 

Approach used  

The Braidwood Community Association (BCA) followed an inclusive approach in this exercise 

with a thorough three-step process of determining which priority projects for Braidwood and 

surrounding district the community wants to be progressed during the next term of Queanbeyan 

and Palerang Regional Council (QPRC).  

Firstly, in March 2021 the BCA undertook an on-line and hard copy survey of all residents in 

2622 which among other questions, sought ideas for potential projects to be progressed during 

the next term of Council.  This survey had 314 responses and resulted in 217 suggestions for 

new future projects, with many being common ideas. 

Secondly, through a ‘mining and mapping’ exercise of these ideas and through discussions 

with interested parties, particularly within the BCA committee, a reduced list of 13 core ideas 

which are considered to be QPRC’s prime responsibility was developed.  Some important ideas 

proposed, like fixing Wallace Street and funding for a new 25m swimming pool, were excluded 

because they are considered to be more the responsibility of NSW and federal governments.   

Thirdly, all residents of 2622 (including youth) were asked to rate the importance of each of 

the 13 ideas to them.  To reduce bias in the responses, the on-line survey randomized the order 

of the questions. Residents were informed that the survey results would be used to create a 

shortlist of 5 to 6 priority projects which the BCA would ask all Council candidates to commit 

to supporting prior to the upcoming QPRC elections. 

The BCA will not endorse any particular candidate or ticket, but will give transparency on 

those who have committed to progressing the community’s priority projects and those who 

have not. 

Results  

Some 210 persons responded to the survey.  All but 6 of these indicated they lived in 2622 and 

there were 10 duplicate entries where the same name and contact were used.  Those from 

outside 2622 and the duplicate responses have been excluded from the analysis, which leaves 

194 responses or about 4.5 percent of the estimated population in 2622 (4291 persons).  

Respondents were invited to rate each potential project from very low to very high importance 

on a 5-step scale.  A weighted average can be calculated by giving ‘very low’ a score of 1 and 

‘very high’ a score of 5, with appropriate weightings for the intermediate ratings. 

The projects in order of descending weighted average are given overleaf, with the top 6 projects 

being: 

1. Better maintenance of unsealed roads  

2. Long-term strategic plan for Braidwood 

3. Securing Braidwood's water supply 

4. Environmental enhancement 

5. Preservation of Braidwood's heritage 

6. Harmonisation of water, sewage, and waste charges across QPRC  

 



 
 

Project Average1 

1.  Better maintenance of unsealed roads - Fully meet maintenance schedule and more transparency and 

communication of schedule. 4.1 

2.  Long-term strategic plan for Braidwood - (including locations of future housing and industrial development, 

possible bypass/ring road, social housing, commitment to heritage protection and beautification, tourism 

development etc.). 4.0 

3.  Securing Braidwood's water supply - QPRC is undertaking a review of water security for Braidwood, and 

depending on the outcome of that review, additional source options may be considered. 4.0 

4.  Environmental enhancement - eg. more tree planting for shade within town and along roads, protection of 

significant trees, management of creeks to improve public access, and encourage birdwatching and platypus 

viewing. 3.8 

5.  Preservation of Braidwood's heritage - More funding to maintain heritage buildings. Full and consistent application 

of the Braidwood Development Control Plan 2006. 3.6 

6.  Harmonisation of water, sewage, and waste charges across QPRC - Overall Braidwood residential charges are 

significantly higher than those charged in Queanbeyan. In 2021-22 they are higher by $867. 3.6 

7.  Completion of all high priority paths in the Braidwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Plan - Excluding works 

for 2021-22, 4 high priority paths remain at a total estimated cost of $761,000 (2019 prices). 3.3 

8.  Development of a shared path around Braidwood - While sections of this could be completed during the next 

Council term, completion of the overall path may take longer. 3.1 

9.  More car parking - QPRC is hoping to commence some initial stages of a car park behind D&S Motors and expand 

on that when their Works Depot is relocated. 3.0 

10. Traffic calming of key side streets throughout the town (eg. speed humps and review of speed limits) including the 

known hotspots of McKellar, Elrington, Wilson and Monkittee streets. 3.0 

11. Community centre with scope for performing arts space 2.9 

12. Facilitate the development of a caravan park for Braidwood 2.9 

13. Develop cycling infrastructure to make the region a cycling destination (eg. dirt bike trails, signage) 2.7 
1 Weighted average where ‘very low’ importance has a score of 1 and ‘low’ is 2, ‘medium’ is 3, ‘high’ is 4 and ‘very high’ is 5 


