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Submission on the Draft QPRC Urban Forest Cooling Strategy 

 

The Braidwood Community Association (BCA) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the 

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council (QPRC) Draft Urban Forest Cooling Strategy (Draft 

Strategy).  

The BCA welcomes the thrust of the draft strategy to have ‘five key strategies’ and a series of 

actions identified to support Council and the community to prioritise, manage and implement 

this strategy.  These will address the impacts of climate change, increased urbanisation and 

other challenges and help make our urban environment cooler while increasing the amenity 

value of our urban forests to our communities.   

However, comparing this draft strategy with the Urban Forest Strategies in the City of 

Melbournei and the ACTii it currently lacks inspiration.  In particular, these two strategies both 

have ambitious key targets which can galvanise political commitment.  The BCA believes the 

strategies would benefit from having some high-level defined targets for creating and 

protecting the urban forest, such as : 

− Canopy cover (eg 40% by 2040) 

− Trees classified as healthy (eg 90% by 2040) 

− Biodiversity (eg no one species making up more than 5%, no one genus making up more 

than 10% of one genus of our urban forest and a balanced age profile of trees by 2040) 

− Planting trees (eg 30,000 new trees by 2040). 

The BCA notes that Braidwood at present has only 19.3% tree canopy cover. This compares 

unfavourably with 30.9% canopy cover in Queanbeyan, and the average canopy cover across 

Australian LGA’s of 39%. It reflects the limited area of open public space in Braidwood, as 

shown on the map on p19.  This map also reflects the absence of trees in our main street.  

The BCA urges QPRC to consider any heritage issues that may or may not impact on tree 

planting in Braidwood.  In particular, whether it is appropriate to have trees planted along 

Wallace Street, Braidwood’s main street.  On one level this an obvious location to provide 

shade for shoppers and tourists, but not if it is found to undermine the heritage values of 

Braidwood.  The BCA is open to advice of heritage experts on this point. 

The draft strategy rightly lists in section 6.3 a range of threats to the urban forest (p21) 

including ‘Climate change and urban heat’ and ‘Urban densification’, ‘Loss of habitat’, 

‘Governance and resourcing’ and ‘Community understanding’ as key challenges facing our 

urban forest, that this Strategy seeks to address.   

Braidwood is blessed by having a number of significant, historic and mature trees, which form 

an important part of Braidwood’s streetscape. Many of these trees have already reached 

maturity and need considerable ongoing maintenance. There has been little or no succession 

planting to ensure the streetscape lasts into the future.  The strategy however does not highlight 

an ‘Ageing Tree Stock’ as a key challenge.  The BCA suggests that this be added to the list of 

key challenges. 

Associated with an ‘Ageing Tree Stock’, the action on succession planting should be 

strengthened (fifth and last bullet point of action 3.3 on p26). It currently states ‘Consider 

succession planting’.  At the very least, this important aspect of tree stock management should 

https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/greening-the-city/urban-forest/Pages/urban-forest-strategy.aspx
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/greening-the-city/urban-forest/Pages/urban-forest-strategy.aspx
https://yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/trees-act/urban-forest-strategy


be ‘included’ rather than just ‘considered’ and ideally there should be a separate and specific 

action on succession planting.  

Regarding urban densification, new developments in Bungendore and elsewhere in the LGA 

appear to require minimal provision of open public spaces and recreational areas.  As 

Braidwood inevitably develops beyond the existing town boundaries, the BCA will advocate 

for a defined percentage of new residential areas to be devoted to open public space, to achieve 

all the acknowledged benefits of the urban forest. We support the suggestion that planning and 

design controls should be put in place to ‘protect and enhance tree planting, resilience and 

maintenance’.   

As residential areas near Braidwood and other parts of the LGA expand, the threat of habitat 

loss for native flora and fauna will increase.  The BCA supports the recommendation that 

holistic planning and management will be needed to minimise biodiversity loss, and to maintain 

existing flora and fauna habitat.  

The BCA notes the comments under ‘Governance and resourcing’ that ‘Management of the 

urban forest crosses multiple jurisdictions and disciplinary boundaries’ and ‘This leaves the 

urban forest and its monitoring and management split across different responsibilities and areas 

of interest within council.’ The BCA supports the concept of responding to this gap by 

‘introducing specific positions responsible for coordinating actions across teams and building 

organisational capacity’.  In particular, we urge Council to ensure that the Urban Forest 

Strategy is reflected in planning requirements for new residential and other developments. This 

should include the preservation of native habitat and biodiversity as a priority.   

The draft strategy (p22) identifies priority tree planting locations based on the 2020 Surface 

Heat Mapping Report.  For Braidwood, this includes 3 locations.  It also suggests that further 

investigation is needed based on five criteria before a clearer agenda for tree planting is 

developed.  The BCA endorses this approach.  Planning for the urban forest of the future is 

essential.  

Braidwood has an engaged and committed community.  The BCA therefore endorses the 

actions to include the community in future landscape and planning projects (Action 1.3) to 

establish an Urban Greening Volunteer Program to coordinate community and Council efforts 

for tree planting and support more impactful initiatives (Action 1.5) and to actively partner 

with existing conservation groups, Local Aboriginal Land Councils, local Landcare, Friends 

of Groups and other organisations to deliver urban greening and cooling education and 

outreach programs and events (Action 1.6).  It is our community and we want to have a say in 

what happens. 

We note that our local Landcare groups and the lessees of the Braidwood Common 

(Commonwood Farm) have undertaken major tree planting projects over recent years, in 

particular along Bombay Road and on the Braidwood Common.  Without their efforts, there 

would be no increase in the tree cover on the outskirts of our town.  Local residents have created 

a tree-lined walking path along Bombay Rd, and this has recently been extended to include a 

walk along Flood Creek.  This is the only public access our town has to this creek. It is now 

used by many of our residents, of all ages, and provides access to a platypus viewing area at 

the junction of Gillamatong and Flood Creeks.  Commonwood Farm have planted many new 

trees on the Common through volunteer working groups. So our community is already actively 

engaged in some of the above-mentioned actions.  

As stated above Braidwood and district has some significant and historic trees, three of which 

are on the Big Tree Register.  For this reason, the BCA has considerable interest in the draft 

Significant Tree Policy.  The draft strategy states that ‘Council’s draft Significant Tree Policy 

https://nationalregisterofbigtrees.com.au/pages/tree-register


performs the same function as a ‘Significant Tree Register’, setting out roles and 

responsibilities of Council, residents and landowners relating to the identification, nomination, 

registration and maintenance of Significant trees’ (p27).  However, the actions do not explicitly 

call for the adoption of the Significant Tree Policy.  The BCA urges QPRC to correct this 

omission. 

Finally, recent researchiii has highlighted institutional barriers as a major reason for an observed 

implementation gap between the vision and action of so-called nature-based solutions (NBS).  

It found that the greatest barriers were outside the influence of project teams involved, 

highlighting understaffing, a lack of intra-organisational processes, and risk-averse 

organisational cultures as impediments. The findings of this and other international research 

emphasise that after cities embrace NBS at the strategic and political level, it is vital that 

executives follow through with the necessary pragmatic reforms to enable delivery.   

In the light of this the BCA urges Councillors and senior council staff to take ownership of this 

strategy by adopting it, resourcing it and ensure it is fully enacted by being engaged in its 

implementation. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sue Murray 

President  

On behalf of the Braidwood Community Association 

 

 
i  City of Melbourne (2012), Urban Forest Strategy: Making a great city greener 2012-2032 

ii  ACT Government (2020), Urban Forest Strategy 2020–45 

iii  Croeser, Thami et al (2021), Diagnosing delivery capabilities on a large international nature-based solutions 

project 
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