
 
Comments on the QPRC Draft Tariff Structure for the Palerang Communities Water 

and Sewerage Schemes 

The Braidwood Community Association (BCA) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the 

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council (QPRC) Draft Tariff Structure for the Palerang 

Communities Water and Sewerage Schemes (Draft Tariff Structure).  

The BCA is in support of there being long-term financial plans for water and sewerage 

infrastructure and of there being a tariff structure set at a level that the infrastructure can be 

replaced over time.  It also supports a prudent approach to setting the parameters for the models. 

Water Tariffs 

QPRC is proposing to increase in water access and usage charges by 17.5% and 28.7% 

respectively leading to an average increase in water charges of 23.5% (based on 185kL/year) 

or by $236.55 to $1244.20.   

The BCA believes this is unacceptable, particularly as it appears to be due in a large part to a 

substantial and arbitrary adjustment in modelling assumptions on average residential water 

consumption. 

The report to Council dated 28 April 2021, states: 

‘In developing the 2021/2022 (and beyond) tariff structures for water supply, a wider 

review of historical water consumption was undertaken. Data for the period 2017/2018 to 

2019/2020 was assessed and resulted in an average residential water consumption of 

185kL/year. In using this as a key model input, a 10% reduction (to 167kL/year) has been 

applied as a means of risk management and in an effort to guard against revenue 

reductions that could result from the extremes of continued drought/water restrictions or 

alternatively a prolonged wet period. The reduction is also proposed as a risk management 

measure against the likely effects of price elasticity on residential demands.  

The 10% reduction was similarly applied to the modelled non-residential consumption 

figures.’ 

In none of the documentation provided in this consultation can the BCA see the results of the 

‘wider review of historical water consumption’.  The Palerang Community Development 

Servicing Plan for Water Supply dated June 2021 is also silent on the issue of average 

residential water consumption.  The Integrated Water Cycle Management Strategy - Palerang 

Communities adopted February 2019 has some limited analysis of demand for 2009-16 in 

section 7, but none of that appears to relate to average individual consumption.  Further, the 

Summary of Financial Modelling for Water Supply – 2019/20 provided for the consultation 

does not have an explicit assumption for average residential consumption. 

The BCA would expect that an organisation the size of QPRC would have the in-house 

capabilities to undertake a proper econometric assessment of trends in water consumption and 

if not engage another organisation to make such estimates. 

To make such a substantial and arbitrary adjustment of a 10% reduction in demand is well 

beyond being prudent and is politically naïve in an election year.  

The BCA urges QPRC to either undertake a proper assessment of the likely trends in water 

demand and make adjustments accordingly or phase in the increase in over a number of 

years, as is being done for Queanbeyan for waste charges.  

These proposed increases will have a significant impact on households and businesses in 

Braidwood.  Many families in our community already struggle to make ends meet. Our 

businesses are still emerging from the extended downturn in activity during the bushfires and 
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Covid. These increases more than offset the proposed reductions to Waste Management 

charges.  

Further, the BCA questions why existing ratepayers appear to be paying for all the new works-

growth expenditure, as surely this should be covered by developer contributions?  Given this 

accounts for $24.2m of the total expected expenditure of $31.6m or 76% of the expected capital 

works water supply program over the next 10 years this would completely change the level of 

charges for residents in Palerang. 

Drought-proofing Braidwood's Water Supply 

The BCA is aware that Council staff is working on the issue of drought-proofing Braidwood's 

water supply and that it is not an easy issue to resolve.  But the silence on this issue in almost 

all documentation such as this Draft Tariff Structure, the associated 10-year QPRC - Palerang 
Community Water Supply Capital Works Program, the Integrated Water Cycle Management 

Strategy -Palerang Communities, the Palerang Community Development Servicing Plan for 

Water Supply and the QPRC Draft Operational Plan 2021-22 is of concern and suggests that 

QPRC is not taking this crucial issue seriously.  Given the increase in Braidwood’s population, 

and the need for more housing to meet the demand, long-term planning for a secure town water 

supply is necessary.   

The BCA requests that high priority be afforded to drought-proofing Braidwood's water supply 

to ensure that the situation in 2019-20 is never repeated. 

The BCA further suggests that Council undertakes an education campaign re ways to reduce 

water usage, and more actively advertises its WaterWise policy and existing rebates for water 

tanks. 

Sewerage Tariffs 

The BCA has no comments of the proposed residential sewerage tariff which appear to have 

much more reasonable increase proposed of 2.8%. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Submitted by Sue Murray 

BCA President 

On behalf of the Braidwood Community Association 

7 June  2021  


