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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  2022 

           PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2021-22 
 

 
Welcome to the 2nd AGM of the Braidwood Community Association Inc. 
 
The BCA was formed in 2018, and the inaugural meeting was held on 29th August 1018. The 
BCA  became an Incorporated Association on 10th December 2019.   
 
As we all know, Braidwood and the surrounding district has experienced a very difficult and 
challenging time in the last few years. General meetings of the BCA have been held only 
when Covid lockdowns permitted, and when we felt it was safe to meet as a group. Only 2 
general meetings were held in 2020, and in 2021 we held monthly meetings from Feb-June.  
We held our first AGM in April 2021.  
 
In 2022 we held a meeting in February with 2 guest speakers from Heritage NSW. In May, 
most of our newly elected Councillors attended a BCA meeting and addressed a large 
gathering of members and residents.  Regular monthly meetings then resumed and have 
been held in June, July and August this year.  
 
The BCA Committee has met regularly during this time and we have continued to represent 
our community in many different ways.   
 
The Objectives of the BCA are to:  
 

• Promote and develop Braidwood and its surrounding areas, to further enhance the well-
being and sustainability of our community. 

• Provide a forum to discuss issues affecting the Braidwood community 

• Develop collaborative strategies to address these challenges 

• Reflect the interests of the Braidwood community to all levels of government 

• Help strengthen local community capacity through networking with other community 
organisations 

• Assist in activities which will enhance the natural and built environment of Braidwood and 
surrounding areas, including the provision of community facilities.   

 
Since the last AGM in April 2021, the BCA has :  

• Acted as a conduit with Council and Councillors on many issues 

• Worked with other community groups to support local projects and advocate for Braidwood 

and surrounding region.  These groups include BYPAA, BAVBC, BULG, Commonwood Farm,   

Braidwood Life Centre, Braidwood and Villages Tourism, Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Group, 

and Community/Progress Associations in outlying villages and localities,. 
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• Developed an Affordable Housing Submission based on research into the critical shortage of 

affordable housing in our town and region  

• Worked with NSW State Govt, QPRC and BYPAA to plan for and deliver the Braidwood Skate 

Park 

• Supported successful applications for grants for community projects for bushfire recovery and 

resilience) 

• Planned a series of Seniors’ events for Braidwood and District and submitted a grant 

application via QPRC to the NSW Government to support this.  Grant application accepted – 

awaiting final approval.  

• Submitted a proposal for a Community Hub in Braidwood. Grant application is accepted, 

awaiting final approval and receipt of funding. 

• Organised the Meet the Candidates meeting in Braidwood prior to QPRC election 

• Worked with QPRC Community Development team on issues including disability access in 

Braidwood, and services and support for Seniors.  

• Taken part in discussions with Council staff re the development of the D&S Motors site. 

• Challenged QPRC on rates & water charges 

• Submitted responses to Council’s Community Strategic Plan, Delivery Plan 2022-26, 

Operational Plan 2022-23, Urban Forest Cooling Strategy, Review of Council Committees.  

• Advocated for Braidwood and the 2622 region during Covid border restrictions 

• Advocated for preservation of Braidwood’s heritage  

• Participated in the 15 year NSW State Heritage Listing review workshops 

• Advocated for Braidwood and surrounds with Telstra.   

• Worked with QPRC staff to organize the annual Christmas Party in Ryrie Park 

• Maintained our Website and Community events calendar  

• Created a BCA facebook page 

 
Achievements since the last AGM:  

• A list of 13 priority projects was created from the results of our two community surveys,  

and a list of the 6 top community priority projects was presented to all Council candidates 

before the Council election.   

• A safe pedestrian pathway across Monkittee Bridge was completed. 

• Council has committed to provide 3 new footpaths in Braidwood.  Council projects for SCCF 

Grants (Round 5)  includes $274,176 for a shared path from Wallace St to the Club, and 

$120,000 for accessible paths and ramp for access from parking space to pool entry and public 

toilets. 

• The Skate Park project received a grant of $680,660 from the Bushfire Local Economic 

Recovery Fund.  The application was made by BYPAA, supported by the BCA.  The BCA 

received a grant of $18,229.00 from the Mulwaree-Veolia Trust for BBQ facilities at the 

Skate Park, and community fundraising added nearly $7000 to the budget. The project is due  

to start in late September once Council complete the piping of the Rec Ground creek, and 

should be completed by the end of January 2023.   

• The Braidwood Vision Statement was completed in collaboration with the BAVC and others.  

• The BCA Affordable Housing Proposal has been completed and is ready to share with 

Council. 
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• Communication with Telstra Regional Manager resulted in a review of infrastructure 

between Mt Gillamatong tower and connections to the Mongarlowe area, and commitments 

to upgrade or replace underperforming equipment.  

• Discussions with Council staff re the creation of a Community Hub at the Old Library have 

taken place, and a proposal will be presented to Council shortly.  

• Guest speakers at our meetings included Damian Tybussek and Stuart Read from Heritage 

NSW, Senior Const Sean Gillett, our local police officer from the Monaro Command, Erin 

Brinkley from the Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Group, and newly elected Councillors.   

 

Ongoing issues and projects – Planning for the Future 
• Development of a Braidwood Structure Plan 

• Affordable Housing Strategy 

• Traffic issues in and around Braidwood, including parking in town and heavy vehicle traffic 

through town 

• Development of the D&S site and the relocation of the Council Works Depot 

• More footpaths in town and development of new walking paths for public recreation 

• Developing communications and collaboration between the town and surrounding villages 

and localities   

• Community transport 

• Improved services and support for young residents and seniors 

• Safeguarding Braidwood’s heritage 
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The BCA could not function without support from many people and organisations.  Our sincere 
thanks go out to the following: 

• The Braidwood Community Bank for a generous grant to provide us with a dedicated laptop 

computer for BCA business, and for their enthusiastic encouragement and support for BCA 

activities 

• The Braidwood Servicemen’s Club for providing meeting spaces, and for their endless 

encouragement and support for our activities.  In particular thanks to Michelle Griggs, the 

welcoming and ever-helpful Club manager.  

• Mayor Kenrick Winchester and QPRC Councillors for taking a genuine interest in our local 

communities and consulting with us about local issues and projects.  

• QPRC ‘s new CEO Rebecca Ryan for her active interest and involvement in our community 

issues.  

• Many members of the QPRC staff who respond to our submissions, answer our questions, 

provide information, attend local community meetings and do their best to support our local 

projects.  

• The Veolia Mulwaree trust for their generous grant for BBQ facilities at the Rec Ground. 

• The many local organisations who work with us for the good of the entire community.  
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My personal thanks go to all the members of the BCA Committee who generously commit their time, 
ideas, expertise and enthusiasm to work for the community.   

Eryn Wood and Catherine Bell have been invaluable members of the Committee, representing our 
younger community members and their families.  Both of them are finding that other commitments 
prevent them from continuing as Committee members.  Our achievements on behalf of Braidwood’s 
youth and families owe a great deal to Catherine and Eryn’s commitment over the last 4 iyears. I 
thank them both for all the ideas, energy and hard work they brought to the work of the BCA.   They 
have been central to the BCA’s Youth Activities Sub-Committee, and we will continue to seek their 
advice.   

Finally thank you to all the BCA members who have supported us in our endeavours for the 
communities of Braidwood and district over the last 4 years. We look forward to another year of 
working with all levels of Government and other local organisations to enhance the well-being and 
sustainability of our community.  

 
Sue Murray 
President  
Braidwood Community Association 

 
20th September 2022 
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Attachment 1 

BCA Submissions to Council April 2021-September 2022 

BCA Submission on Draft QPRC Integrated Plan 2022-23 (June 2022) 

BCA Submission on the Draft QPRC Operational Plan 2022-23 (May 2022) 

BCA Submission on the Draft QPRC Delivery Program 2022-26 (May 2022) 

BCA Submission on the review of QPRC Committees (May 2022) 

QPRC Staff Response to BCA Submission on Draft Community Strategic Plan (April 2022) 

BCA Submission on revised Draft QPRC Community Strategic Plan (April 2022) 

BCA Submission on the Draft QPRC Community Strategic Plan (April 2022) 

BCA Submission on Draft QPRC Urban Forest Cooling Strategy (August 2021) 

QPRC Response to BCA Submission on Water Tariff Structure (June 2021) 

BCA Submission on Draft QPRC Water Tariff Structure for 2021-22 (June 2021) 

QPRC Response to BCA Submission on Draft Operational Plan (June 2021) 

BCA Submission on Draft QPRC Operational Plan 2021-22 (June 2021) 

BCA Pre QPRC Draft Operational Plan 2021-22 Submission (April 2021)  

https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA-Submission-on-Draft-QPRC-Integrated-Plan-2022-23-June-2022.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA-comments-on-the-QPRC-Draft-Operational-Plan-2022-23_FINAL.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA-comments-on-the-QPRC-Draft-Delivery-Program-2022-26_FINAL.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA_Comments_Review_Council_Committees_FINAL.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/QPRC_Response_BCA_Submission_CSP_27-04-22.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA_Submission_Amended_QPRC_CSP-2042_FINAL.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA_Comments_Draft_QPRC_CSP-2042_FINAL.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA-submission-QPRC-Draft-Urban-Forest-Cooling-Strategy-FINAL.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Water_WS09_QPRC_Response.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA-comments-on-the-QPRC-Draft-Water-Tariff-Structure_2021-22_FINAL.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Operational_Plan_OPO-40_QPRC_Response.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA-comments-on-the-QPRC-Draft-Operational-Plan-2021-22_FINAL.pdf
https://www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au/wp-content/uploads/BCA-Pre-Operational-Plan-2021-22-Submission_Final.pdf

