
               
 

Affordable Housing in Braidwood and District 

 
A critical shortage of affordable housing has impacted our local communities for several 

years. In March 2021 the BCA created a Community Housing sub-committee to research the 

housing problems facing our community.  Covid and the continual rains have delayed our 

work in this space.  A small group led by BCA Secretary Sarah Leheny has continued to meet 

and explore ways to follow up the issues with governments as well as other housing 

organisations.  

 

The past few months have been taken up with: 

• surveying the locals regarding their current housing situations and requirements for 

affordable housing; 

• speaking with the local Real Estate Agents about housing and rental trends in 

Braidwood, their waiting lists, and local housing stocks; 

• researching what has been happening in other forward-thinking LGAs, speaking with 

them and getting their advice and guidance; and 

• working out our next steps. 

Our new council has some very proactive and socially-minded councillors and they recently  

voted for the council to create an Affordable Housing Strategy. We are keen to participate in 

this process and provide whatever assistance they might need. 

 

We have been speaking with the Housing Matters Action 

Group   https://www.housingmatters.org.au/  They are a group from the Bellingen / 

Nambucca area who formed 5 years ago and have recently been successful in partnering to 

build 40 apartments for women over 55. They are extremely well regarded and are an 

amazing group. Sarah Leheny has been speaking with their Secretary and recently attended 

their monthly meeting (via Zoom). They have offered to give us any assistance we require 

and are keen to follow our progress. 

 

Sue Murray and Sarah recently met with the Dargues gold mine managers to discuss the 

impact of the mine on Braidwood's housing stock (rental and purchase). Recognising, of 

course, that there are other issues affecting the local accommodation situation. They were 

very receptive to the chat and understood our position. They have been quite proactive behind 

the scenes to secure more housing for their employees, and have been having their own 

personal accommodation issues. 

 

We also spoke with Madeleine Boulton who is the Director, Regional Housing Policy for the 

Department of Regional NSW and is working with select NSW LGAs (including QPRC) to 

draft Regional Housing Delivery Plans. These plans don't force the council to act, but having 

a plan will make it easier for them and give them a plan to follow. 

 

Due to the fact that we have a very new local council, and have an impending federal 

election, we think our focus for the next couple of months should be speaking with, and 

https://www.housingmatters.org.au/


lobbying, councillors and our state and federal members. Whilst they are on the election trail 

(MPs) and starting to think about drafting strategies and policies (QPRC), they need to know 

of the dire need we have for affordable housing and be continually reminded of the 

commitment we have in the community to do something real about it. 

 

If you feel strongly about any of these initiatives, and feel you have skills to offer in these 

areas, please get in touch with us. We would love to have more active community players in 

this space.  Please email Sarah at secretary@braidwoodcommunity.org.au  if you would like 

to be involved in any way.  
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